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Map's accusation was put more neatly than most, and spoke
for all. There is hardly an end to the denunciations of the
Curias rapacity, and in the indictment, satire, rhetoric, and
sheer abuse all take their place. John, who as an official in the
Curia was in a position to know, had no doubt of the justness
of the charges* Petitioners expected to be fleeced and bribed
accordingly. A priest, with a case pending, approached John's
patron, Pope Eugenius HI, with a golden mark, and was
honestly insulted when the Pope said, "You have not yet
entered the house, and do you already wish to corrupt its
master ?'' Most petitioners John described as coming under one
or the other of these headings, "One trusting in the multitude
of his riches has entered in with Simon Magus as his guide,
finding none to bid him and his money depart to perdition.
Another shuns approaching Peter openly with gifts, but creeps
into the Church's lap secretly like Jupiter stealing into Danae in
a shower of gold/' This he reinforces with a denunciation of
the cardinals, whose stranglehold of Papal policy he regarded
as the root of the trouble, in the person of Giordono, who
officially visited Germany, and France in 1131, "making purses
shake and innocence quake," and that in direct defiance of
Papal orders. The actual extent of the bribery cannot be
estimated. Gerald of Wales and the Archbishop of Canterbury
entered upon litigation which lasted for years. Eventually the
Archbishop won, but he said that it cost him "eleven thousand
marks not to mention the loss of his good clerks and servants
223